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all his familiars were stationed at the gold mines, closing the
entrance from every body else. That justice was badly
administered, since will and not reason was the law; warn-
ing also falsely, that the admiral had partly kept the dis-
covery of the pearls secret, with the intention of endeavour-
ing by some agreement with his majesty to keep that island
for himself.
The almirante, on his side, also notified to the king the bad
mind and inclination of these turbulent men, making known
to him that they attended to nothing but robbing, ravishing
the women, scouring through every part of the island like
assassins and men not less wicked than traitors, having laid
aside all fear of God. Finally, they had seized upon the
two caravels sent from Spain for his brother Bartholomew,
had taken all the provisions for their own use, and having
united for evil purposes, were committing all the robberies
that they could. From this dishonesty it had resulted, that
a number of chiefs in the island had revolted, with very
great injury to all; whilst the rioters, fearing that if they
returned to their duty they should be punished as their
crimes deserved, persevered in their evil deeds and lived
unrestrained.
Whilst these accusations were being forwarded to Spain,
the almirante sent his brother, with eighty Spaniards and some
horses, against the caciques who had rebelled, and were
encamped with six thousand armed men. At the first attack,
the Indians were so frightened at the infuriated horses, that
they ran away to the woods. After this, there occurred
various battles with Guarionez and four other chiefs, but in
a short time they were all defeated; the leaders escaped to
the mountains, where they were finally taken, and led before
the almirante. But when they promised to be his friends and
become vassals of the king of Spain, to prove his clemency
to them, so that they should not think he had caused their
misfortunes, Columbus received them benignly, and making